Annual Report 2017

2 | ABOUTFACE | ANNUAL REPORT 2017

From our Chair and Executive Director

Last year was a pivotal year for AboutFace as we welcomed our new
Executive Director. Through the year we shifted to allow for enhanced
commitment to supporting the psychosocial health of individuals
living with facial diﬀerences, and their families, through programs and
services which empower and encourage while providing for educational
opportunities to promote diversity and inclusion.
In the pages that follow, you’ll see advances
made possible through your generous
donations in 2017.
We had many successes: we held four sessions
of Camp Trailblazers, connected families
aﬀected by facial diﬀerences to peer resources,
hosted many social events for community
members to connect, and supported adult
community members through the adult retreat
and networking calls.
The real measure of our success is the wonderful
stories of impact which community members
share with us every day. These stories were
highlighted through our See Beyond My
Face awareness campaign, launched last
September. This ongoing campaign features
engaging photos and stories of community
members from across Canada; their stories are
why we strive to advance our work.
During the next few years, we will build on our
achievements; helping expand our programs
and services while amplifying the voice of
the facial diﬀerence community and breaking
down the signiﬁcant barriers which impede
opportunities and aﬀect the quality of life for
individuals with facial diﬀerences.

It is our commitment to increase our presence
in Canadian society and build our programs,
services, and public awareness, to ensure every
person with a facial diﬀerence has the resources
to continue to reach their goals.
We would like to extend our many thanks to
the volunteers, donors, and staﬀ who make our
work possible every day. And, a tremendous
thanks to Anna Pileggi for her leadership and
guidance during her tenure as AboutFace’s
Executive Director.
With appreciation,

Bobbi-Jean White
Chair & Treasurer

Danielle Griﬃn
Executive Director
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Mission

Vision

To promote and enhance emotional
and mental well-being of individuals
with facial diﬀerences and their
families through social and peer
support, information, educational
programs and public awareness.

To inspire people with facial
diﬀerences to ﬁnd the conﬁdence
and courage they need to live life
to the fullest.

Values
To make our vision a reality, we work on three core values:
ENCOURAGEMENT | Knowing you are not alone is the ﬁrst step in embracing
the journey. AboutFace oﬀers support and encouragement through discussion
groups, peer support, and networking opportunities.
EMPOWERMENT | Building on strength and character helps develop our
sense of purpose. By oﬀering programs and services, like youth camps,
adult workshops and retreats, we help people with facial diﬀerences gain
self-conﬁdence, learn essential life, social and leadership skills and experience
personal enrichment and a sense of empowerment by being connected to a
valuable and relatable community.
EDUCATION | Education is critical to nurturing, understanding and acceptance.
We believe the most eﬀective way to promote inclusion and diversity is through
early education in the school community, in the workplace, on the internet and
in the media.
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Our Impact

Camp Trailblazers is a unique camp
for kids living with facial diﬀerences.
In 2017, we held Camp Trailblazers in: Saskatchewan,
Nova Scotia, Ontario, and Manitoba. When attending
Camp Trailblazers, campers have the opportunity to:
• Challenge their physical boundaries
• Learn new skills and sports
• Explore, share, and learn about facial diﬀerences
• Create a supportive forum to encourage networking
and socialization
• Build friendship and community
• Promote and enhance self-conﬁdence and empowerment.

Thanks to AboutFace and their Camp Trailblazers program,
I am stronger, and more conﬁdent living with my facial diﬀerence.
At camp, we are able to gain a deeper understanding of the diﬀerent
types and amount of treatments or surgeries all the other campers
have had. One of the most interesting things I learned is that I am one
of the only campers who has never had surgery. However, I’ve also
learned that the amount of surgeries one has had or has not had does
not deﬁne us. What really matters is our ability to be true to ourselves
and be happy while living our lives.
Camper Ashlyn, 15
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Our Impact

CONT’D

For several years, Rexall Foundation has been a steadfast
supporter of Camp Trailblazers in communities across
Canada - we extend our many thanks for their generosity
and commitment!
At the Foundation, we believe every child should have the chance to experience the magic and joy
of summer camp. The experiences provided at Camp Trailblazers focus on the wonders of summer
camp while helping build self-esteem, resiliency, and conﬁdence for the campers who attend each
year. The Rexall Foundation is proud to support AboutFace and its unique camp programming for
kids with facial diﬀerences.
Brian McLaughlin, President of Rexall Foundation

AD ULT RET R E AT
The Adult Retreat was held in the fall in Orillia and was attended by 25 adults. The retreat gives adults
with facial diﬀerences the opportunity to network with others who have similar life experiences and
enjoy a weekend of self discovery.
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Our Impact

CONT’D

AB O U TFAC E S OC IA LS & A D ULT NE T WO R K I NG CA LLS
Through these social and networking opportunities, AboutFace supported more than 200 individuals and their
families. These vital events provide support, comfort, and encouragement to the facial diﬀerence community.

Rebecca Brown

Morgan Capinding

SC H O L A RS H IPS
In 2017, we honoured our retiring Executive Director Anna Pileggi by renaming our scholarship award the
AboutFace Anna Pileggi Scholarship. The scholarships support youth living with facial diﬀerences entering
post-secondary education. The two recipients, Rebecca Brown from Nova Scotia and Morgan Capinding from
Ontario, received $2,000 each. Congratulations and best of luck to Rebecca and Morgan in their studies!
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Volunteers

We are so grateful for the dedication of all our volunteers! Last year,
more than 50 volunteers donated 1,500+ hours, helping advance
our work and supporting the facial diﬀerence community.
Volunteers helped out at events like RIDE Winnipeg and Toronto, they supported fundraising initiatives
like Bingo, they supported our admin work, they undertook vital outreach and helped spread the word
about our work, they helped staﬀ our camps as volunteer counsellors, and so much more. Thank you to
all our volunteers from coast-to-coast!
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Governance

Our board of directors is comprised of volunteers who ensure
AboutFace’s operational activities are progressing the charity
and needs of the facial diﬀerence community forward.
2 0 1 7 B OAR D
CO MMI TTE E S
Executive Committee Chairs
Robert F. Pielsticker and Bobbi-Jean White
Volunteer Force Committee Chair
Dan McMullen
Constituency Committee Co-Chairs
Kariym Joachim and Karen McKinney

D I R E CTO R S
Nicholas C. Bader
Partner, Campbell Bader LLP
John Balogh
Principal Owner - John Balogh Coaching
and Conﬂict Management
Lyle R. Best C.M., A.L.H.C.
CEO, Quikcard Inc
Dr. Michael Bezuhly
Plastic Surgeon, IWK Health Centre
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O F D I REC TOR S

Harry Howie
Retired Social Worker

Chair & Treasurer
Bobbi-Jean White
Partner, Enterprise, KPMG Enterprise LLP

Kariym Joachim
Clinical Researcher, SickKids Hospital

Vice Chair
Dan McMullen
Sr. Program Manager, Canadian Tire

Suzy Stead

Past Chair
Robert F. Pielsticker
Retired Partner, KPMG

Matthew Milne-Smith
Partner, Davies Ward Phillips & Vineberg LLP
Cheryl Strickland
Retired Teacher
Margaret Waddell
Partner, Waddell Phillips

Financial Summary

AboutFace is a registered charitable organization with Revenue
Canada – Registration No. 126761410RR0001, which depends on
individual donations, special events fundraising, foundation grants
and corporate sponsorship. We do not receive any government funding.
The Break Open Ticket program has continued to be successful and provided over $67,000 in funding
to support Ontario based programs and services. Our Bingo program has also been successful in raising
over $18,000 for AboutFace services and programs in the Toronto area.

REVEN U ES
AboutFace’s revenue for 2017 was $349,780, raised as follows in the chart below.

31%
Individual and Corporate Donations

21%

Foundation Grants

19%

Special Events

19%

Break Open Tickets
Other

10%

EX P EN S ES
For every dollar raised, 75 cents was directly used to support our programs and services.

75%
Programs & Services

20%
5%

Operations & Administration
Fundraising

10 | ABOUTFACE | ANNUAL REPORT 2017

Donors

$ 2 5 ,0 0 0 - 49,000
PARTN ER’ S C IR C LE

$1,000- 4,999
F R I E ND S O F A B O UT FACE

Rexall Foundation

Bobbi-Jean White
Cindy McGoldrick

$ 10,0 0 0 - 24, 999
PATRO N ’S C IR C LE

Dan & Kim McMullen

Dr. Russell E. Boyce

Donald Triggs

Mackenzie Investments Charitable Foundation

Elaine Osin

Miles for Smiles – Student Medical Society
of Saskatchewan

Industrial Alliance

Pierre Fauchard Academy
The KPMG Foundation

Danielle Griffin

James Anderson
Jeﬀ Lindsay
John Balogh

$ 5 ,0 0 0 - 9, 999
G O L D C I RC L E

John Griffin

Alice and Murray Maitland Foundation

Margaret Waddell

Arthur J.E. Child Foundation

MacMurray Foundation Inc.

Barrick Gold Corporation

McLean Smits Foundation

Ben and Hilda Katz Charitable Foundation

Michael Taylor

Bentall Kennedy Employee Golf Tournament

Michele Cruise-Pratchler

Cadillac Fairview Corporation Ltd.

Pilkington-Henniger Charitable Trust

Dental Services Group of Toronto

R.I.D.E. for Smiles Winnipeg

Frederick and Douglas Dickson Memorial
Foundation

Robert F. Pielsticker

Georgian College Communicative Disorders
Program Gala

Rotary Club of East York

Harrison McCain Foundation

Terracon Development Ltd.

Joseph Umanetz

Robin Taylor
Scotiabank - University Plaza

Matthew Milne-Smith
Nate & Ryan Bar Mitzvah - The Wonder Project
R.I.D.E. for Smiles Toronto
S.M. Blair Family Foundation

Many thanks to Anita Zvonar, Pamela Yool,
Ray Persaud, and Sandra Fuller for donating
some of the photos featured in this report.

The Catherine and Maxwell
Meighen Foundation
The Winnipeg Foundation
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